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Rustlewood ConseRvation: 
a dReam aChieved

inspiRed by bRave boat headwateRs

 “We rejoice over a dream come true in 
conserving Rustlewood. Richard’s parents, 
Chester and Elsa, would be so proud that their 
farm started in 1947 will remain in farming in 
perpetuity. 
 What a legacy we are privileged to carry 
on only because of the work of so many at 
the KLT! Without this conservation, the farm, 
which Richard has worked from childhood 
would no longer be in existence.   
 Instead, we are seeing the farm grow in 
other ways, as our son-in-law and daughter 
start a vegetable farm out on the grounds that 
Elsa worked so many years raising vegetables 
for her own family. 
 We have come full circle and are so very 
grateful to be able to keep on farming this land 
that God has given us to tend.”

  “I was motivated to 
join KLT when I heard 
about the development 
on Brave Boat Harbor 
Road, which would have 
gone in adjacent to my 
favorite spot in the world, 
a family-owned farm near 
Payne and Bartlett Roads.
 It was inspiring to see 
what could be done when 
the community came to-

gether. I’m a little addicted to that feeling and now 
want to help conserve more open space in Kittery.”

Richard and Beth Johnson, owners of Rus-
tlewood Farm, celebrate the conservation 
of the Farm, finalized January 2014:

Kalle Matso shares 
why he became a KLT 
volunteer

 “I think we all have a special place from our 
childhood. Brave Boat Harbor was mine. I grew up 
playing amongst its grass, mud, and wildlife.
 I was aware of how special  its ecosystem was. 
There were certain plants and animals that  I only 
saw there: large, graceful birds snacking on the baby 
fish growing in the backwaters, marsh lavender that 
seemed to bloom underwater,  horseshoe crabs. 
There was also a stillness I felt only when there. 
I learned about Rachel Carson at home and in school 
and realized how lucky I was to live near a refuge 
born from her insight. Brave Boat Headwaters is an 
opportunity to continue her legacy.
 I’m proud to have grown up in Kittery and want 

to be able to show my children and grandchildren its beauty the way I experienced it. 
 Rich or poor, we all deserve to experience nature in our daily lives. Those of us who can afford to help 
build or protect green spaces for the enjoyment of all should. 
 With the Brave Boat Headwaters project, I feel so much satisfaction knowing that this will contribute 
to the bigger picture of the Mt. Agamenticus to the Sea Conservation Initiative. This larger scale planning ap-
proach to conservation greatly multiplies the habitat and recreation benefits. This project is an opportunity 
to make a contribution to something that will be treasured by generations.”

Kate Hibschman, who grew up in Kittery and 
now lives out west, shares what inspires her 
support for Brave Boat Headwaters.

The Brave Boat Headwaters Vision
• Establish a 150-acre nature preserve. 
• Connect Norton Preserve and Rachel Carson Wildlife Refuge, creating a conservation corridor.
• Protect the water quality of Brave Boat Harbor.
• Create a place for hands-on, outdoor education.
• Provide habitat for rare and endangered species.

                    Photo by Tom Hibschman



heRe’s to you!
 This newsletter is dedicated to you, our supporters. And the many 
ways you help Kittery Land Trust save land and build community. Your contributions are  
numerous, varied, and vital.
 Your donations have helped conserve 300 year old farmland, educate kids 
about the importance of vernal pools, and begin the mission of transforming what 
would have been a 60-acre, 27-lot development into a 150-acre nature preserve. 
Your donations sustain this organization in less dramatic ways too, but ones that are 
essential to getting this work done. And accomplishing more.
 As volunteers you give in many other ways. You build trails and bridges, remove 
invasive plants, lead walks and kayak paddles, organize cross country skiing events 
and talks about the history of Kittery Point. And you do the intricate behind the 
scenes work serving on our Board and Committees, negotiating with landowners, 
figuring out funding for our conservation projects, tending responsibly to the land 
in our care. Dedicated volunteers like you form the backbone of KLT. 
 You generously open your wallets, give of your time and expertise. You bring 

your passion and your commitment to a greener Kittery. 
And for all of this, we thank you! We celebrate you and 
Kittery. Your efforts help make our community vibrant 
and verdant.

THANK YOU!
Christine Bennett, Executive Director
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Alex Dearborn
Bill MacDonald, Treasurer 
Gary Mitchell
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2014 KLT Board, Staff, and Advisors

“I enjoy being in the out-
doors and having natu-
ral areas close to home. 
Through my involvement 
with KLT, I am playing a 
part in helping to ensure 
that there will be natu-
ral areas in Kittery today 
and for future genera-
tions to enjoy.”

Hello from the Board and Staff

Karen Young

L to R top:  Bob Sheppard, Don Stein, Will Brewster  
L to R bottom: Bill MacDonald, Wendy Pomeroy, Gillian Carter

Alex Dearborn

“Loss of habitat is 
one of the major rea-
sons for the decline 
in wildlife. I volun-
teered for KLT be-
cause it’s important 
to me to be part of 
the process of acquir-
ing and protecting 

habitat where wildlife could flourish.”

welCome new boaRd membeRs

Clayton Smith

Gary Mitchell

Bob and Deb Sheppard enjoying the 2013 Annual 
Meeting and Clambake.

KLT Office 
Room A105, East Wing of the  
Kittery Community Center
(207) 439-8989 
Christine Bennett:
cbennett@kitterylandtrust.org 
Rebecca Dawson Webb:
rdwklt@gmail.com

Rebecca Dawson Webb,  
Communications Coordinator

Wendy Pomeroy and Gillian Carter 
at the Vernal Pool Exploration
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 “In 2005, I added 
KLT to my will. As 
a  retiree, my an-
nual giving to KLT 
has averaged $100, 
not including my 
campaign gifts. But 
after I die, KLT will re-
ceive an approximate 

$200,000 unrestricted gift.
 I have been inspired by how Kittery Land 
Trust has blossomed since 2004 when I moved 
to Kittery.   
 When I joined the  Board in 2008, KLT was a 
small organization. I remember a Board mem-
ber’s wistful remark that we were too small to 
take on the conservation of a farm that might 
be available. 
 And now in 2014, empowered by our dyna-
mite staff, we’ve successfully conserved Rustle-
wood Farm and have launched the Brave Boat 
Headwaters project. 
 KLT is an exciting organization to belong to. 
It has been important to me to support its mis-
sion with both my time and my money. What 
better legacy than to help ensure the future pro-
tection of land.”

Help showcase the special place 
where we live

Submit your best photos, from  
any season. Limit 2 per category:  

1. People on the Land 
2. Wildlife and Plants 
3. Scenic photos

Deadline: October 20, 2014 

A prize will be awarded for each 
category. A“People’s Choice” award 
will also be given.

Details will be available 
at www.mta2c.org

CaRing foR the land  
by gale tuRneR, stewaRdship volunteeR 

 “Recently I spent 
time removing de-
bris left by a poten-
tial developer on a 
beautiful piece of 
land KLT purchased  
in December.
 As I worked to 
remove the multicol-
ored, plastic flags, it 

was wonderful to see the land go back to its 
natural state. I felt like I was liberating it!
 Nature gives so much to us just by being 
itself. We get to enjoy it, learn from it, and be 
inspired by it. Anything I can give back to na-
ture is tiny by comparison. Volunteering for KLT 
is a means for me to help protect nature and 
preserve it.”

 Remick and Ella learn about vernal pools

“Not often does 
one have the 
opportunity to 
help transform 
another’s dream 
into reality. Rar-
er still is the abil-
ity to share and 
experience such 
a tangible result 
and to know it 
will last beyond 
one’s own life-
time. My thanks 

to Ken, Nancy, Richard, and Beth Johnson for 
their vision and seven years of patience.”

Rob Nichols  with Christine Bennett

a lasting ContRibution  
by Rob niChols, Rustlewood pRojeCt manageR

“The importance of living in a community was 
brought home to me when a surprisingly large 
group of neighbors arrived at my house for a 
meeting arranged to help KLT purchase 60 
acres on Brave Boat Harbor Road from a devel-
oper. The number of concerned neighbors was 
impressive, and their readiness to understand 
the importance and value of keeping this land 
undeveloped, was powerful. Living in this com-
munity is a joy!”

appReCiation foR the fRiends of 
bRave boat haRboR by wendy pomeRoy

CReating a legaCy by gillian CaRteR

 “In my time on the KLT Board, I’ve 
met some really great people that 
make Kittery the special place it is.  
 It has been so rewarding to use my en-
vironmental background as a volunteer on 
the Acquisitions Committee.  It is a great 
team. We are a work hard - play hard group 

that loves the 
b e h i n d - t h e -
scenes work of 
conservation, as 
well as getting 
out on the land 
to enjoy it.”

enjoying the woRk by kaRen young

Did you know that 
river otters are found 
in Brave Boat Harbor? 

The presence of river otters is 
an indication of clean water. 
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Mark Alesse 

Patricia Ames 

Helene Balkin

Tony Barrington

Jeremy Batchelder 

Merry Craig

Anne Bryer

Danna Dearborn

Pat DeGrandpre

Rich DeMarco  

Renee Fifield 

Elsa Fraser 

Scott Fraser 

Jim Gailey 

Kimberly Gailey 

Erika Gebo 

Moe Gendron 

Angie Gilbert 

Cindy Guisiti 

David Balkin 
Helene Balkin 
Mark Brewster 
Susan and Christopher Brown 
Anne Bryer 
Lynne Crocker 
Julie and George Dow 
Ann Driscoll 
Linda Edwards 
Anne Emerson
Susan Emery 
Susan Engel 
John and Margaret Finley 
Madeline Gavin
Melissa and Jim Gerrity 
Katherine Graczyck 
Charles Greenwood
Alan Haeche and Sandra Rux 
Stephen and Stella Hall 
Diane Harvey and John Heinl
Gerald and Constance Held
Anne and Maury Hepner
Kate Hibschman 
Clare Rogers and Tom  
 Hibschman 
Star Hopkins 
Martha Petersen and Neil Jorgensen 
Alan and Christine Kelly 
Ann Kendall 
Megan and Robert Kline 
Bonnie Knickerbocker Krebs 
Mary LaClair 
Wanda McDonough and 
 Michael Lee 
 
 

David and Heather Mack  
Anne Leijon-Guth 
David and Jean Lincoln 
Faye Mandravelis 
Kalle Matso 
Page and Alexandra Mead 
Gurdon Metz
Richard and Brenda Michelon 
William Mitchell 
Patti Mitchem and Fred 
 Wilnauer 
Anne and Vance Morgan
Brenda Myers 
Lisa Wilcott and Kathy O’Neil 
Ogden Foundation 
William Paarlberg
David Batchelder and Melissa Paly 
Peter Perthou
Wendy Pomeroy and Deane   
 Rykerson  
Christopher and Elizabeth Pope 
John Porter III 
Diane and Bill Potter
Ala and William Reid
Anne Sauve 
Sophron Foundation 
Judy Spiller
Linda Starbard
Katherine Sullivan  
Joseph and Katherine Sullivan 
Diana Sylvester  
James Van Kennan
Russell White
Susan Hamilton and Anne Whitney
Craig and Elizabeth Wilson

Please Join Us Today!
Name(s): ________________________________________________________________

Primary Address: __________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________________________________

E-mail: _________________________________________________________________

___ Yes, I want email updates of KLT news and events.

Membership Levels:
____Landmark Circle $1000 and up
____Preservationist $500 and up
____Sustainers $250 and up
____Stewards $100 and up
____Protectors $50 and up
____Supporters under $50

____I would like my donation to be in honor/memory of  _____________________________
____I would prefer not to be listed in any KLT publications.
____I would like information about bequests to KLT.

Outreach

__Help at event table 

__Lead a walk 

__Help with education 

__Take photographs 

Stewardship

__Property maintenance

__Invasive removal

__Trail maintenance

__Inventory and mapping

Thank you for helping to conserve 
Brave Boat Headwaters! (donations made as of 6/1/14)

Why not make your commitment to KLT easier?
Donate online at kitterylandrust.org  and select the 
recurring (monthly, quarterly, or yearly) option.

KLT is a 501(c)3 organization.
Your donation is tax deductible.

Make your check payable to Kittery Land Trust
P.O. Box 467, Kittery ME  03904

Cynthia Pawlek 

Gayle Perkins

Kelly Ploof 

Olivia Pomeroy 

Diane Potter 

Deane Rykerson 

Karen Saltus 

Lawrence Schroeck 

Sofia Selden 

Charlie Simpson 

Peter Soley

Heather Sullivan

Dave Tucker  

Gale Turner

Susan Waldron

Emma Webb 

Lorrie Welsh 

Tracy Wood

Lane Williamson

Holly Zurer

Thanks to our volunteers!

Crispin Grant 

Steve Hall

Eve Hamiton 

Faith Harrington 

Becky Holt 

Josh Holt 

Kathy Hynes

Neil Jorgensen 

Karen Kalmar

Ellen Kingsbury  

Herb Kingsbury 

Fred Kretchman

Rich LaFlamme 

Kalle Matso 

Cynthia Millett 

Jennifer Moore 

Johnathan Nash 

Charlie Nickell 

Rich Noonan 

Betty Olivolo

Nancy Adams and John Burgess

John and Maureen Convery 
Louise Hirshberg 
Bernard and Nancy Hoop 
William and Ceci Howells 
Ken Johnson 
Richard and Beth Johnson 
Spruill Kilgore and Richard Bisig 
Herb and Ellen Kingsbury

Gurdon Metz 
Albert and Carole Mitchell
Thurston and Linda Powell 
Paul Bonacci and Lucy Shlaffer  
Lawrence Schlemann and  Anne   
 Borden 
Bob and Deb Sheppard  
Judy Spiller 
John and Lorrie Welsh

Thank you for helping to finish our 
Rustlewood Campaign! (donations made after 6/1/13)

Office Support  

__Flyer distribution

__Data entry

__Graphic Design

Committee Work 

__Acquisitions

__Fundraising 

__Outreach

__Stewardship

___Yes, I would like to volunteer!

Clayton Smith 
and Tony Bar-
rington build a 
bridge at Norton 
Preserve.



Landmark Circle
($1,000 and up)
Anonymous
Brian Cox and MJ Blanchette 
Nancy Adams and John Burgess
Jane Bartolomei and Fran Clark
Alex and Danna Dearborn
Warren Delano
Bill Zink and Sara Delano
The Fairchild Family
Ken and Kristin Fellows
Janet and Terry Gagner
Mark and Judi Gardner
Mady Gilson and Tony Thompson
Connie and Gerry Held
Robert and Nancy Jackson
Julia Washburn and Michael Kules 
Gurdon Metz
Randy Price and Mark Steffen
 
Preservationists    
($500 and up)
Will and Arlene Brewster
Roger Cole
Maureen and John Convery
Diana and Lyman Delano
Gerrish Island Conservancy
Island Realty Trust
Diana and Mark McNabb
Jacquelyn Nooney
Celina Adams and Cameron Wake
 
Sustainers  
($250 and up)
Mark and Connie Alesse
Jeff and Sara Apsey
Tony and Gail Barrington
Nancy Peschel and Robert Eaton
Robert Nichols and Debra Kam
Faith Harrington and Peter Lamb
Anne and Vance Morgan
Shaye and John Robbins
Lane Williamson and Don Stein 
 
Stewards   
($100 and up)
R. J. Allister
Jean and Graham Alvord

Carol and Rhett Austell
Helene Balkin 
Charles and Jill Barrett
Galen Beale
Karen and Dean Bensley
Paul and Maureen Bilodeau
Joan Beskenis and Alan Bing
Carol and Anthony Bruno
Thomas and Marie Catalano
Hilary Clark
Dianne Fallon and Jeff Clifford
Donald and Merry Craig
Susan Goodman and Carl Dawson
Debora  Martin and Steve Delaney 
Ellen Denny
Suzanne Eder
Jacqueline Ellis
Cynthia Fenneman
Elizabeth Ann Ford
Albert and Suzanne Frederick
Madeline Gavin
Kathleen Connor and David Gibson
David and Karol Gooch
Sarah and James Hamill
Janet and Stephen Hathaway
Marcia Gibbons and William Hazen 
Phyllis and Herbert Held
Maury and Anne Hepner 
Wendy Hummel
Kathy Hynes
Pam and Jack Jordan-Rutledge
Maura and Akmal Khan
Herb and Ellen Kingsbury
Robert and Megan Kline
Kathryn Driscoll and Mara  
 Lamstein 
Ron and Paula Ledgett
W. Thomas and Lea Ann London
Delphine Lowe
Johanna and Robert Mangion
John and Rachel Mason
Kalle Matso
Anita Baldwin and Richard  
 McAulay
Garvin and A.M. McCurdy
Jenny Freeman and Gary Mitchell
Bob and Debby Morrison
Peter and Starr Motson

Alice Moulton
Jonathan Nash
Janice Neal
Marjorie Nichols
Mary Oplinger and Charles Simpson
Elaine Peresluha
Fred Perry and Sarah Smith
Steve and Anne Marie Pitkin
Thurston and Linda Powell
Ala and William Reid 
Sam and Juliet Reid
Maureen McDonald and Pat 
 Rettaliata
Valerie Ruocco
Karen Saltus
Peter and Mary Schauffler
Anne Borden and Lawrence 
 Schlemann 
Heather Sullivan
Paula Ickeringill and Wendy Turner 
Gale Turner and Clayton Smith
Linda  Walton
Rebecca and Tim Webb
John and Flora Welsh
Barbara Deuell and Peter Whitman 
John and Julie Wilson
Karen and Michael Young
 
Protectors   
($50 and up)
Karen Arsenault
Richard Barrie
Maria and Robert Barth
Susan Brown
Gillian Carter
Jonathan and Mary Carter
Kim and Tim Case
Agnes Charlesworth
Jon and Judy Civitarese
Ernest and Theresann D’Angelo
Dianne and James Dean III
Philip and Christine Doucette
Sarah and Peter Drummond
Barbara Sussenberger and 
 Gerhart Duda
Jacqueline Ellis
Susan Emery
Scott and Elisa Fraser

Dan Gardoqui
Marge Pelletier and Ann Grinnell 
Stella and Stephen Hall
Jeff Nawrocki and Mary Hansen
Ed and Carolyn Hanson
Michael and Cynthia Harvell
Lorraine Eastwick and John  
 Haskell
Donna Haskins and Kevin Powers
Nancy and Craig Herwig
Clare Rogers and Tom Hibschman
Karen Kalmar and Thomas Hill
Ellen Hirshberg
Martha Petersen and Neil  
 Jorgensen
Ellie and Charles Kirkpatrick
Martha Kowal
Kathy Kowler
Grant and Wendy Kvalheim 
Jean and David Lincoln
Paul and Marion Lucy
Janice and William MacDonald 
Julie Malino
William and Nancy McDonough
Page and Alexandra Mead
Meetinghhouse Village
Peter Moak
Nancy Horton and Bill Paarlberg
Karlene Arnold and June Parker
Denise Payne
Sarah Smith and Fred Perry
Steve and Anne Marie Pitkin
Thomas Plummer 
Antonia Pollak
Deane Rykerson and 
 Wendy Pomeroy
Anne Sauve 
Carol Schillerstrom 
Ken and Sara Schoman
Erika Gebo and Larry Schroeck
Sheona Scobie and John Seckler
Bob and Deb Sheppard
Marsha and John Sibley
Judy Spiller
Lydia Strawbridge
Pat and Wally Tate
Charles and Patricia Tobey
Dave Tucker

Thank you to those who support KLT through membership! (membership as of 6/1/2014)

L. Garth Turner-Harrington
John Viele
James and Margery Wieder
Peter and Cheri Wilkins
Susan Spaziani and 
 John Williamson
Charlie Bourdages and Holly Zurer
 
Supporters
(under $50)
Parkie and John Boley
Peter Bowman
Linda Browning
Marjorie Burgard
Elizabeth Burke and Mark Hogan
Karen Bushold and Jim Kelly
Norman and Sherry Childs
Helen Cutts
Pat DeGrandpre
Donna and John Duffy
Janice Eddy
Royaline and Kelvin Edwards
Jacquelyn Emery
G. Richard and Alice Emery
Elizabeth Flanagan
Robert and Cynthia Flolid
Lawrence and Janis Friedman
Bette Garrett
Donald Gindlesperger
Janet Gourley
Louise Hirshberg
Sally Hirshberg
Murray and Nancy Hoyt
Richard and Susan Hyde
Cynthia and Louis Kochanek
Mildred and Everett Leland
Hope Neilson
Anthony and Sandra Proia
John and Merrilll Puleo
Lillian Quimby
Onil and Nancy Roy
Rachel and Paul Schumacher
George Shea and Gillian Tierney
James Van Kennen
John and Lorrie Welsh
Connie Williams

Local Businesses 
Who Are Members
Bob’s Clam Hut
Green Alliance
Kittery Trading Post 
Lil’s
Robert’s Maine Grill
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Like Us on Facebook
facebook.com/kitterylandtrust

Thank you, Josh 
Abbott and James 
Scully for donat-
ing 8.5 acres along 
Clayton Lane, on 
the northeast side of 
Rustlewood Farm.

 “Kittery would not be the lovely 
place it is today nor certainly would be 
in the future, if we don’t secure land 
and hold it in trust. We need to strike 
the balance between preservation of 
natural resources, public spaces, and 
urban growth.”

 Landmark Circle members contribute 
$1,000 or more annually to support 
KLT operations.

a balanCed Community  
by maRk and judi gaRdneR, landmaRk CiRCle membeRs

Craig Wilson, recipient of the 2013 
Friend of Kittery Conservation Award



Kittery Land Trust
PO Box 467
Kittery, Maine 03904-0467

Saturday, June 21
Kittery Block Party
Come visit our table.  

TBA: July 
Fairy House Building 

Wednesday, August 13th from 2-6 pm
KLT Booth at Kittery Farmers Market

Stop by and say hi!

Friday, August 15 at 3pm 
Kayak tour of Brave Boat Harbor 
Come out for the summer paddle.

Sunday, September 7 from noon-3pm
KLT Annual Meeting and Picnic  

Fort Foster Pavilion
Please join us!

inside klt
happening

Brave Boat Headwaters inspires
___

Rustlewood accomplished 
___

Photo contest 
___

Our volunteers share

Saving Land, Building Community
www.kitterylandtrust.org

2 0 1 4  k l t  e v e n t s

Please visit www.kitterylandtrust.org 

for details and updates

Thank you 
to the sponsors of this newsletter. 

We appreciate the numerous ways you 
make Kittery a better community!

Join us next winter for 
another ski/snowshoe event!


